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POL 252 “Intelligence and International Politics” (Spring 2010)
Wake Forest University

Professor: Tom Brister



Office Hours: TR 10:15-11:45

Office:      Carswell 235 (2nd floor lobby)







Phone:       758-3996




Classroom:  Tribble A309


Email:
       bristet@wfu.edu



Class Time: MWF 2:00-2:50


Course Description

This course examines the many important roles that the world of intelligence and espionage plays – and has played – in international politics.  Topics explored include: an overview of the basic elements of intelligence collection and analysis; the structure and oversight of the American intelligence community; a history of the CIA and American covert action since WWII; accounts by influential actors detailing the KGB-CIA contest in the Cold War, counterintelligence and scandals involving notorious figures like Aldrich Ames and Robert Hanssen; and the opening battles with radical Islamic terrorism in the 1980s. We will also look at more recent intelligence failures involving the 9/11 attacks and the war in Iraq, as well as the role of the CIA in the ongoing ‘war on terrorism”. Toward the end of the course we will do a brief survey of several prominent foreign intelligence agencies, with a special focus on Israel’s Mossad. The course ends with a discussion of moral and ethical dilemmas in this secret world that often seem at odds with the ideals of an open liberal democracy.

This is a new course, and as such requires some flexibility as we move along. We may need to make some adjustments in the schedule from time to time, and readings may change in some cases. I will communicate any changes in schedule or reading clearly if this becomes necessary.  In addition, given recent world events, we may also find it useful to incorporate current developments into the class as the semester progresses. 
READINGS

Burton, F. (2008). Ghost: Confessions of a Counterterrorism Agent, Random House.

Kinzer, S. (2003). All the Shah's Men, John Wiley & Sons.

Lowenthal, M. M. (2005). Intelligence: From Secrets to Policy, CQ books.

Mendez, A. J. (2000). The Master of Disguise: My Secret Life in the CIA, Harper.

Olson, J. M. (2007). Fair Play: The Moral Dilemmas of Spying, Potomac Books.

Thomas, G. (2009). Gideon's Spies: The Secret History of the Mossad, St. Martin's.

*Other readings on blackboard (course packet option for those interested)
ASSIGNMENTS
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INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING
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ESSAY TWO
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PARTICIPATION


15

 

CASE PRESENTATION

10


Class Policies
LAPTOPS

The policy of the department of political science is that laptop computers only be used in classrooms for note taking and other academic purposes as designated by the instructor. Individual faculty members further reserve the right to ban computer use in their courses, should this policy be violated.

MAKEUP TESTS

Makeup tests are only allowed for extreme emergencies. Always contact me beforehand.

LATE PAPERS

You can still receive some credit for late papers up to a certain time limit - each day late results in a penalty of one half grade. Turn them in to receive at least some credit!

SPECIAL NEEDS

Any student requiring special accommodations for tests or class should let me know as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made. It is your responsibility to inform me in a timely manner.

SYLLABUS CHANGES

It may be necessary to make some small adjustments to the syllabus from time to time, but any changes will be communicated in class, on blackboard, and via email. 

Calendar of Topics
1. 1/13 (W) Introduction

2. 1/15 (F) What is Intelligence?

Lowenthal, chapters 1 and 2 (1-28)

 **MLK holiday 1/18 (M)

3. 1/20 (W)  The Spy in Popular Culture

*Black, J. (June 2004). "The Geopolitics of James Bond." Intelligence and 
National Security 19(2): 290-303.


Movie analysis: The Bourne Trilogy
INTELLIGENCE “NUTS AND BOLTS”

4. 1/22 (F) From OSS to CIA

Readings TBA


Guest Speaker

     Suggested Films: The Good Shepherd; The Third Man; The Manchurian Candidate (1962)
5. 1/25 (M) The U.S. Intelligence Community

Lowenthal, Chapter 3 (29-67)

6. 1/27 (W) Intelligence Process and Collection

Lowenthal, Chapters 4- 5 (55-67; 69-79; 97-108)
     Suggested Films: The Conversation; The Lives of Others; Body of Lies
7. 1/29 (F) SIGINT and the NSA

Lowenthal, Chapter 5 (79-97)

8. 2/1 (M) Intelligence Analysis

Lowenthal, Chapter 6 (111-126)

9. 2/3 (W)  Intelligence Analysis

Lowenthal, Chapter 6 (126-149)
10. 2/5 (F) Intelligence Analysis

Guest Speaker
11. 2/8 (M) Intelligence Failures: 9/11 and Iraqi WMDs

*Loch K. Johnson, “A Framework for Strengthening U.S. Intelligence”, Yale Journal of International Affairs I (Winter/Spring 2006), 116-131

* Richard Betts, “Two Faces of Failure”, Enemies of Intelligence (104-123)
12. 2/10 (W) Policymakers and the Politicization of Intelligence

Lowenthal, Chapter 9 (181-196)

13. 2/12 (F) Case Presentations
14. 2/15 (M)  “The Recruit”

Fair Play, “Notes: Spying 101” (229-239)

The Recruit   Film discussion

     Suggested films: Burn Notice; TV series: The Company (2007-) 
COVERT ACTION

15. 2/17 (W) The Nature of Covert Action

Lowenthal, Chapter 8 (165-179)

     Suggested Films: The Quiet American; Spy Game; The Jackal; The Bourne Identity,
Ultimatum, Supremacy 
16. 2/19 (F) Iran 1953 : “All the Shah’s Men”

Stephen Kinzer, All the Shah’s Men (1-101)
17. 2/22 (M) All the Shah’s Men

Stephen Kinzer, (102-215)
18. 2/24 (W) Cuba

*Richard Helms, “An Agile Mammal”, A Look Over My Shoulder, (198-231)


*Victor Cherkashin, “The Training of a KGB Handler”,(56-68),  Spy Handler: 
Memoir of a KGB Officer


*TimWeiner, Legacy of Ashes: The History of the CIA, Anchor Books, 2007,2008, 


(pp. 224-241)
19. 2/26 (F) Case Discussions
20. 3/1 (M) CIA in Crisis: Oversight and Accountability

Lowenthal, Chapter 10

*Loch K. Johnson, “Congressional Supervision of America’s Secret Agencies: The Experience and Legacy of the Church Committee”, Public Administration Review 64 (January/February 2004), 3-14

     Suggested Films: Three Days of the Condor
COUNTERINTELLIGENCE
21. 3/3 (W) Counterintelligence


Lowenthal, Chapter 7 

     Suggested Films: The Falcon and the Snowman; Another Country
22. 3/5 (F) catch up and review
     Spring Break week of 3/8-12
23. 3/15 (M) “Breach”
*Stan A. Taylor and Daniel Snow, “Cold War Spies: Why They Spied and How They Got Caught”, Intelligence and National Security 12 (April 1997), 101-125



Film discussion: Breach
24. 3/17 (W) Spy v. Spy: The KGB and the CIA in the Cold War

*Antonio Mendez, “Moscow Rules” (196-255), The Master of Disguise


*Victor Cherkashin, “The Training of a KGB Handler” (35-54), Spy Handler: 
Memoir of a KGB Officer
*Kevin A. O’Brien, “Interfering With Civil Society: CIA and KGB Covert Political Action During the Cold War”, International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence 8 (Winter 1995): 431-456

Suggested Films: The Spy Who Came in From the Cold; Funeral in Berlin; most James Bond series
 25. 3/19 (F) Cold War 

*Antonio Mendez, “Kipling’s Beat” (122-157)  The Master of Disguise

*Victor Cherkashin, “Treason” (101-116) and “Washington Station: The Redefector” 
(137-177), Spy Handler: Memoir of a KGB Officer
26. 3/22 (M) Case Presentations 
INTELLIGENCE AND ESPIONAGE AT THE END OF THE COLD WAR

27. 3/24 (W) 1980s: Libya and Lebanon


 Ghost (12-103)
     Suggested Films: The Looking Glass War 

28. 3/26 (F) Libya and Lebanon

Ghost, (104-152; 204-232)
29. 3/29 (M) “Charlie Wilson’s War”


Film Discussion: Charlie Wilson’s War
30. 3/31 (W) The CIA and the “War on Terrorism”

* George Tenet, “Into the Sanctuary”, (207-257), At the Center of the Storm: My 
Years at the CIA

*Jane Mayer, “The Black Sites”, The New Yorker, August 13, 2007
31. 4/5 (M) Afghanistan: “Blowback”? 

*”The Dark Pursuit of the Truth”, The Economist, August 1, 2009


Case Study: Jordanian “double agent” suicide bombing December 2009
      Suggested Films: Spy Game; Ronin;  The Manchurian Candidate (2004); Syriana; 
Body of Lies; The Siege
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES

32. 4/7 (W) Russia

Lowenthal, Chapter 15 (325-328)

*Robert W. Pringle, “The Heritage and Future of Russian Intelligence”, International Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence 9 (January 1994), 12-21

*”Putin’s People”, The Economist, August 25-31, 2007, 25-28

     Suggested Films: The Sum of All Fears
33. 4/9 (F)  Israel and the Mossad

Selections from Gideon’s Spies (TBA)
   Suggested Films: The Impossible Spy; Munich
34. 4/12 (M) Mossad
35. 4/14 (W) Mossad
36. 4/16 (F)  Case Studies

Lowenthal, Chapter 15 (313-322)

   Suggested Films: The Billion Dollar Brain; The Ipcress File
ETHICAL AND MORAL ISSUES IN INTELLIGENCE

37. 4/19 (M)   “Fair Play”
Lowenthal, Chapter 13

Selections from Fair Play
38. 4/21 (W) “Fair Play”
39. 4/23 (F) open topic or activity
40. 4/26 (M) open topic or activity
41. 4/28 (W) Conclusions

Readings TBA
6

