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Course Description and Objectives

This course has been designed on the premise that the systematic comparative study of similar but distinguishable political systems enables us to probe beyond and beneath the immediate issues of political life, and equips us to explore in a systematic way the underlying determinants of contemporary political processes and outcomes. The prime task of this course is to illuminate the character of the contemporary US political system by running a number of its key features against their UK equivalents. By so doing, it aims to equips you to recognize and analyze the forces at work beneath the surface of contemporary US politics, and to increase your awareness of the key economic and social determinants of US political outcomes. In the process it aims to develop in you two further sets of more transferable analytical skills.  First, it aims to strengthen your capacity to contextualizing the political: giving you the opportunity to situate the US political system in a wider set of institutions and processes of an economic, social and cultural kind, and encouraging you to study these (and their interaction with the state) in the medium of time. You should leave this course definitely more aware than you were when you entered it of the various ways in which contemporary US politics is the product of complex economic and social (as well as political) histories. And finally you should leave the course with a preliminary understanding of how that interplay of history, context and politics shapes contemporary UK politics as well; and so be in a position to judge the degree to which US and UK politics are likely to converge or diverge in the first decades of the twenty first century. The aim of the course, that is, is to deepen your understanding of US politics, widen your knowledge of UK politics, and consolidate in you a multi-disciplinary mode of political analysis.

Course Format and Organization

The course will be delivered through a series of 50 minute lectures and classes – three a week – each built around a discussion of a limited set of readings. Those readings will be drawn either from one/more of the set texts for this course or from books/articles available on two-hour loan in the reserve section of the library. The set readings for each topic are those given in paragraph 1 of the readings listed under each session. Those are the only readings you are expected to make. The literature listed in paragraph 2 is there to guide you in your preparation of your research paper, and so will become relevant only if you decide to research one of the session topics in greater depth. (In addition for this purpose, you should be able to borrow – more probably in the second half of the course, when my books have been shelved in my Tribble office – from my collection of relevant texts.)

The set texts for the course are;

Seymour Martin Lipset, American Exceptionalism (New York, W.W.Norton, 1996)

David Coates, Running the Country (London, Hodder and Stoughton, 1995)

Course Requirements and Grading

Everyone will be expected to attend all classes, and to arrive at each class having already completed the appropriate set reading. If this isn’t possible for any particular class, please e mail me to explain why. 

The course will be assessed in a number of ways. A short answer test will be held at the end of the introductory section of the course, and a mid term exam held immediately prior to the Fall break. In addition, everyone will be expected to complete a research paper (15-22 pages in length, on a topic to be agreed individually) and to take a course-wide final examination at the end of the Semester. Class attendance and participation will also be graded 

 Scores on the short answer text will make up 15% of the final grade, and scores on the mid-term exam will make up 20% of the final grade. The score on the research paper will make up 25% of the final grade, on the final examination 30% of the final grade, and on attendance and participation 10% of the final grade. 

The test and examinations cannot be rescheduled, so please make sure that you attend. Late submission of the research paper will be penalized at 5% of the grade per day late, unless legitimate extenuating reasons are provided. These reasons will normally be limited to illness and dire family/personal circumstances, none of which I hope ever occur in your case.

David Coates

August 1999

READINGS FOR THE COURSE

I. INTRODUCTION

(Session1: August 25) Administration and Introduction

(Session 2: August 27) Introductory lecture. 
1. In preparation for this lecture, please read pp. 15-20 of D. Coates The Context of British Politics and pp. 1-14 of David Coates Running the Country; plus chapter 1 of D. Marsh et al, Postwar British politics in Perspective
II. THE ISSUE OF AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM

 (Session 3: August 30) US exceptionalism: the claims

1. Begin with S. M. Lipset : one of  either American Exceptionalism. pp. 17-28, 31-76; or for an earlier version, his The First New Nation, pp. 99-170; or his essay, ‘American exceptionalism reaffirmed’, in B. Shafer (ed), Is America Different? 

2. Follow it with either the Bell essay ‘The Hegelian Secret: Civil society and American exceptionalism’ or the Rose essay ‘Is American public policy exceptional?’ in the Shafer collection; and end by reading one of a number of essays questioning the ‘exceptionalism thesis’: namely Shafer’s concluding essay ‘What is the American Way? Four themes in search of their next incarnation’ in his collection Is America Different? or pp. 1-35 of R. Halpern and J. Morris (eds), American exceptionalism? US working class formation in an international context.

(Sessions 4,5,6,7) The UK benchmark: introductory readings
Session 4: September 1

Session 5: September 6 (please note: no class on September 3)

Session 6: September 8

Session 7: September 10

We need to get to grips early with the general character of UK economy, society and polity, particularly in the post World War II period, to establish a general benchmark against which to set arguments about US exceptionalism. We will take three sessions on this looking first at UK economy, then society, then politics. We will start with a video session (Session 4 ) and then use Session 5 for an introductory examination of the state if the UK economy, Session 6 for an introductory analysis of UK society and Session 7 for a preliminary discussion of post-war UK politics. 

1. Our main reading will be D. Coates Running the Country, reading (for the economy) chapter 2, for (society) chapter 3 and for politics (chapter 4). For an earlier version of each of these, see D.Coates The Context of British Politics (for the economy) chapter 3, (for society) chapters 7 and 8, and (for politics) chapters 9 and 10. 

2. Then, for an alternative view of: the economy, see W. Hutton, The State To Come  chapter 2) or The State We’re In chapters 3 and 5; UK society, see A. H. Halsey, Change in British Society, chapters 2-5 or dip into A Marwick, British Society since 1945; UK politics, see D. Childs Britain since 1945, chapters 10-12 or dip into K. Morgan The People’s Peace: British History 1945-89

III. ANGLO-AMERICAN POLITICAL ECONOMY

(Session 8: September 13) Lecture: The Anglo-American Model of Capitalism

In preparation for this lecture, please read D. Coates ‘Models of capitalism in the new world order: the British case’ Political Studies September 1999,; and pp. 23-58 of W. Lazonick, Business Organization and the Myth of the Market Economy

(Session 9: September 15) The Question of UK Economic Decline
1. Read W. Kirby, ‘The economic record since 1945’, in T. Gourvish and A O’Day (eds) Britain since 1945 and D. Coates, ‘UK economic under-performance: claim and reality’ in D. Coates and J. Hillard (eds), UK Economic Decline: Key Texts

2. Then read one of the following:, J. Allen and Doreen Massey, The Economy in Question, pp. 7-91; R. Floud and J. McClosky, The Economic History of Britain since 1945, pp. 95-122 & 318-346; The Commission on Public Policy and British Business, Promoting Prosperity pp. 13-37; The Social Justice Commission, Social Justice, pp. 27-91; The Select Committee on Trade and Industry Report The Competitiveness of UK Manufacturing Industry  (chapter 1). For a longer view of the causes of decline, read B. Elbaum and W. Lazonick, “The decline of the British economy: an institutional perspective” Journal of Economic History, 1984, pp. 576-583

(Session 10; September 17) The Bases of US Economic Strength

1. Begin by re-reading the US pages in the Lazonick volume Business Organization and the Myth of the Market Economy listed earlier; and then supplement by reading either R. Reich, The Next American Frontier, pp. 47-114; or (for a more radical view of post-war US economic strength) pp. 47-97, chapter 5 of S. Bowles et al, After the Wasteland.

2. Follow that by reading one of: S. Cohen, ‘Does the United states have an international competitiveness problem?’ in D. Rapkin and W. Avery (eds), National Competitiveness in a Global Economy; R. Reich, The Next American Frontier, pp. 117-225; or (following the Bowles and Edwardes approach) D. Gordon, ‘Understanding American economic decline: the contours of the late twentieth century experience’, in M. Bernstein and D. Adler (eds), Understanding American Economic Decline. For a more conventional view, see N. Spulber, The American Economy. For a UK view of US strength, read W. Hutton, The State We’re In, pp. 258-262 or D. Coates, The Question of UK Decline, pp. 215-224

(Session 11: September 20) The Two Economies at Century’s End
1. Read section 1 of chapter 8 of D. Coates Models of Capitalism: Growth and Stagnation in the Modern Era; and chapter 8 of L. Mishel et al, The State of Working America 1998-9

2. for the USA either M. Perelman, The Pathology of the US Economy or A. Wolfe, America at Century’s End, pp. 93-15; or J. Rogers Hollingsworth, ‘The institutional embeddedness of American Capitalism’, in C. Crouch and W. Streeck (eds), Political Economy of Modern Capitalism; or R. Lester, The Productive Edge pp. 19-52. For the UK, read either S. Wilks, ‘Conservative governments and the economy’ Political Studies, 1997; or T. Buxton et al, Britain’s Economic Performance, chapters 2 and 3

(Session 12: September 22) Review: US economic exceptionalism revisited
No new reading. Just back to Lipset, to reconsider the adequacy of his view of the special features and strengths of US capitalism.

NO SESSIONS: September 24 and September 27

(Session 13: September 29) Short answer test

IV. ANGLO-AMERICAN POLITICAL SOCIOLOGY

Section IV of the course - its core component - will explore the exceptionalism of US society relative to that in the UK, exploring the nature of social divisions and their political consequences in both societies. We will look first at class and politics in the US and UK, then at ethnicity and politics, and finally at questions of gender

IV(a) CLASS AND POLITICS IN ANGLO-AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

(Session 14: October 1) Lecture: Debates on the Nature of Class

In preparation for this lecture, read one of: chapter 2 of R. Crompton, Class and Stratification; the editorial introduction to D. J. Lee and B. S. Turner, Conflicts about Class: Debating inequality in late Industrialism; chapter 6 of D. Coates, The Context of British Politics

(Session 15: October 4) Class and Class Differences: US and UK

1. Read F. Devine, Social Class in America and Britain, pp. 1-107, 259-265. 

2. Then read some class theory: say D. J. Lee and B. S. Turner (eds), Conflicts about Class: Debating Inequality in late Industrialism,  J. Hall Reworking Class, and E. Olin Wright et al, The Debate on Classes. See also Chapter 7 of D. Coates, The Context of British Politics

(Session 16: October 6) Class and Voting: the UK

1. Read  pp. 24-72 of D. Denver, Elections and Voting in Britain, supplemented by the Crewe and Krieger essays in F. Fox Piven (ed), Labor Parties in Post-Industrial Societies
2. Then return to Fiona Devine’s material, by reading either Chapter 10 of her The Affluent Worker Revisited, or her essay ‘The new structuralism: class politics and class analysis’ in N. Kirk (ed), Social Class and Marxism. There is a huge literature on class and voting. The standard UK guide is D. Denver and G. Hands (ed), Issues and Controversies in British electoral behaviour.

(Session 17: October 8)  Class and Voting: the US
1. Read pp. 333-381 of A. Campbell et al, The American Voter and chapter 9 (pp. 228-265) of D. Gilbert and J.A.Kahl, The American Class Structure: a new synthesis

2. For the US side of the issue, see Chapter 10 of R. Huckfeldt and C.W.Kohfeld, Race and the Decline of Class in American Politics;  or T.N.Clark and S.M.Lipset, ‘Are social classes dying’, International Sociology (6), 199l; T.N.Clark and M. Rempel, ‘The declining political significance of class’, International Sociology (8),1993; M. Hout et al, ‘The persistence of classes in post-industrial societies’, International Sociology (8), 1993; chapters 1-2 of T. Boston, Race, Class and Conservatism; and (for a tougher read), chapters 5 and 11 of G. Evans (ed), The End of Class Politics.

(Session 18: October 11) Mid-term Examination

(Session 19: October 13)  Lecture: Early working class politics in the UK

1.Read pp. 412-418 of A. Zolberg, ‘How many exceptionalisms?’ in I. Katznelson and A Zolberg (eds), Working Class Formation; P.Anderson and T. Nairn, ‘Origins of the Present Crisis’, pp. 11-55 of R. Blackburn (ed), Towards Socialism, and pp. 35-8, 64-77 of E.P. Thompson, ‘The Pecularities of the English’, in his collection The Poverty of Theory, Then, if time allows, read too N. Kirk, ‘The limits of liberalism: working class formation in Britain and the United States’ in R. Halpern and J. Morris (eds), American Exceptionalism? 

2. The most accessible histories of nineteenth century UK labour politics are K. Burgess, The Challenge of Labour; D. Kynaston, King Labour: the British Working Class 1850-1914; J. Hinton, Labour and Socialism; J. Young, Socialism and the English Working Class; or R. Price, Labor in British Society. For more general issues of working class political loyalty in early capitalism, see also R. McKibbin, ‘Why there was no Marxism in Great Britain’, pp. 1-41 of his The Ideologies of Class; R Looker and D. Coates, ‘Basic problems of socialist strategy’ in D. Coates and G. Johnston (eds), Socialist Strategies; R. Looker and D. Coates: ‘The state and the working class in nineteenth century Europe’, in J. Anderson (ed), The Rise of the Modern State; and I Katznelson, ‘Working class formation and the state: 19th century England in American perspective’, in P. Evans et al, Bringing the State Back In

(Session 20: October 18) Why was there no socialism in the United States?
1. Read S. M. Lipset, American Exceptionalism, pp. 77-109; pp. 1-12 and 231-249 of K. Voss, The Making of US Exceptionalism: the Knights of Labor and Class Formation in the Nineteenth Century; and M. Davis, Prisoners of the American Dream, pp. 3-51. Then, if time allows, read pp. 36-75 of R. Halpern and J. Morris (eds), American Exceptionalism?

2. The classic reference here is W. Sombart, Why is there no Socialism in the United States. See also E. Foner, ‘Why is there no socialism in the United States’, History Workshop 17, 1984; J. Weinstein, The Decline of Socialism in the United States 1910-1925; G. Marks, Unions in Politics, pp. 195-234;  J. Laslett and S. M. Lipset, Failure of a Dream? Essays in the history of American Socialism; D. Montgomery The Fall of the House of Labor and Citizen Worker; and D. Brody Workers in Industrial America. For the fullest recent comparison of the two labour movements, see N. Kirk, Labour and Society in Britain and the USA.  For a difficult but rewarding discussion of US exceptionalism in labour terms, see chapters 1, 5 and especially 6 of I Katznelson and A. Zolberg (eds), Working Class Formation: Nineteenth Century Patterns in Western Europe and the United States

(Session 21: October 20) Contemporary Anglo-American Labor Politics
1. Read E. Hobsbawm, ‘The Forward March of Labour Halted’, in his Politics for a Rational Left and Frances Fox Piven’s ‘The decline of labor politics: an overview’ in her edited collection, Labor Parties in Post-Industrial Societies. 

2. Then, for the post-war UK, read one of: J. Scott, ‘The question of the working class’ in his Stratification and Power; J. Cronin, Labour and Society in Britain 1918-1979 pp. 134-208; R. Price, Labor in British Society, chapter 8; or D. Coates, The Crisis of Labour, pp. 160-183.  For the post-war US, dip into F. Fox Piven’s essay on the US Democratic Party (chapter 11 of her Labor Parties in Post-Industrial Societies) or chapters 5 and 20 of her collection of essays (with R.A.Cloward) The Breaking of the American Social Compact, M. Davis, Prisoners of the American Dream, pp. 52-153; or pp. 331-350 of K. Moody, An Injury to All: The decline of American Unionism

(Session 22: October 22): Politics, Class and Privilege
1. Just to remind ourselves that classes come in more than ones, we need to explore Anglo-American differences in the politics of class privilege. To do this, read chapters 2 and 8 of T. Bottomore and R.J. Brym (eds), The Capitalist Class: an International Study. 

2. Then for the UK, dip into one of: J. Scott, Who Rules Britain? J. Paxman, Friends in High Places: Who Runs Britain? or R. Miliband, Capitalist Democracy in Britain. For the US, try chapter 5 of W. Domhoff, Who Rules America Now?, chapter 8 of D. Gilbert and J.A.Kahl, The American Class Structure: a new synthesis; or the exchange between Lindblom, Vogel and Sclozman contained in the following readings. C. Lindblom, Politics and Markets, chaps 12-16; David Vogel, ‘The Power of Business in America: A re-appraisal/’, British Journal of Political Science 1983 and ‘Political Science and the study of corporate power: a dissent from the new conventional wisdom’, British Journal of Political Science, 1987; and K.L.Schlozman, ‘What accent the heavenly chorus? Political equality and the American pressure system’, Journal of Politics 1984

(Session 23: October 25) Review: Class and Politics Revisited

No reading. Time to recap on the presence/absence of class in the US and UK, and on its political significance

IV(b) ETHNICITY AND GENDER IN DEMOCRATIC POLITICS

(Session 24: October 27) Lecture: Class, Gender and Ethnicity

In preparation for this lecture, please read at least one of D. Coates, The Context of British Politics, chapter 8; T. Arnott and J. Matthaei, Race, Gender and Work, chapter 2; or J. Solomos and L. Back, Racism and Society, chapter 1.

(Session 25: October 29) Immigration, race and politics in Britain

1. Begin by re-reading pp.172-183 of D. Coates, The Context of British Politics; pp. 100-137 and 223-259 of C. Joppke, Immigration and the Nation State; and chapter 5 of H. Goulbourne, Ethnicity and Nationalism in Post-Imperial Britain
2. Then read Ellis Cashmore, United Kingdom? pp. 79-160; chapter 3 of J. Solomos, Race and Racism in Contemporary Britain; chapters 3, 4 and 7 of L Kushnick, Race, Class and Struggle; and chapter 3 of A. Sivanandan, A Different Hunger. Later you might profitably examine R. Miles ‘The racialization of British politics’, Political Studies (1990), the essay on ‘racism, class and political action’ in J. Solomos and L. Back Racism and Society, P.Gilroy, There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack, and (for the 1970s), the CCCS study, The Empire Strikes Back
(Session 26: November 1) Immigration, race and politics in the US

1. Begin by reading pp. vii-xci and 288-315 of N. Glazer and D.P. Moynihan, Beyond the Melting Pot, and then one of the following: chapters 5 and 9 of L. Kushnick, Race, Class and Struggle; J. Jennings, ‘Racial hierarchy and ethnic conflict in the US’,his concluding essay to his Blacks, Latinos and Asians in Urban America.

2. Then for basic data see L.H.Shinagawa and M. Jang, Atlas of American Diversity; and then read the essays gathered by L. Kushnick and J. Jennings as A New Introduction to Poverty. Follow that by reading chapters 1 and 10 of R. Huckfeldt and C.W.Kohkeld, Race and the Decline of Class in American Politics; pp. pp. 23-61 and 147-165 of C. Joppke, Immigration and the Nation State; and (for a historical view linking back to session 19) D. Roediger, The Wages of Whiteness or his collected essays, Towards the Abolition of Whiteness

(Session 27: November 3) Gender and politics in the UK

1.Begin by reading one/more of J. Lovenduski, ‘The rules of the political game: feminism and politics in Great Britain’, in B. Nelson and N. Chowdhury, Women and Politics Worldwide;  J. Lovenduski, ‘Sex, gender and British politics’ in Lovenduski and P. Norris (eds), Women in Politics; 

2. Then read one/more of L. Thomas and E. Wormald, ‘Political Participation’ in I. Reid and E. Stratta, Sex Differences in Britain; J. Lovenduski and V. Randall, Contemporary Feminist Politics (chapters 2,5); P. Thane, ‘Towards equal opportunities? Women in Britain since 1945’, in T. Gourvish and A.O’Day, Britain since 1945; A. Coote and P. Pattullo, Power and Politics: Women and Politics, (chapter 5); S. Walby, Theorizing Patriarchy, chapter 7; L. McDowell, ‘Gender divisions’, in C. Hammett et al, The Changing Social Structure

(Session 28: November 5) Gender and politics in the US

1. Begin by reading  B. Nelson and K. Carver, ‘United States’, in B. Nelson and N. Chowdhury (eds), Women and Politics Worldwide; and  J. and C. Clark, ‘The gender gap 1998: compassion, pacifism and indirect feminism’, in L.L.Duke (ed), Women in Politics.

2. Then dip into M. Githens et al, Different roles, Different voices: Women and politics in the US and Europe; R. Darcy, S. Welsh and J. Clark, Women, Elections and Representations; L.L.Duke, Women in Politics: outsiders or insiders?; chapters 9 and 10 of T. Arnott and J. Matthaei, Race, Gender and Work; J. Brenner, ‘On gender and class in US labour history’ Monthly Review, November 1998; and S. Rowbotham, A Century of Women: the history of women in Britain and the United States 

(Session 29 November 8) Review: the uniqueness of US society?

No reading. Just go back to Lipset, think about the claims for American society’s unique openness and mobility. 

V. IDEAS AND POLITICS IN ANGLO-AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 

(Session 30: November 10) Lecture: Ideas, Ideologies and Patterns of Dominance

In preparation for this lecture, please read pp. 71-81 and 118-120 of B. Jones (ed) Politics UK (third edition); and the final part of chapter 6 of D. Coates, Models of Capitalism 

(Session 31: November 12) Dominant Ideas in UK politics (1) The post-war consensus
1. Begin by re-reading pp. 167-170 of D. Coates, Running the Country. Then dip into either D. Kavanagh and P. Morris, Consensus Politics, or one of the following two articles: B. Pimlott, The myth of consensus’, in L. Smith (ed), The Making of Britain: echoes of greatness; A. Butler, ‘The end of post-war consensus’ Political Quarterly 1993, or D. Marquand, ‘The decline of post-war consensus’, in A. Gorst et al, Post-war Britain 1945-64.

2. (to follow)

(Session 32: November 15) Dominant ideas in UK politics: (2) The Thatcherite moment

1. Read  S. Hall. ‘The great moving right show’ in his collection The Hard Road to Renewal; and pp. 67-87 of G.K.Wilson, Business and Politics
2.There has been a big debate in the UK about the ‘liberalism’ of the Thatcher years. It is best captured by dipping into two sets of essays and by reading a third. The two sets are pp. 95-173 of S. Hall, The Hard Road to Renewal and pp. 68-124 of B. Jessop et al, Thatcherism. The overview essay is by D. Marsh ‘Explaining Thatcherite policies’ Political Studies 1995 (which is also similar in line to chapter 8 of D. Marsh et al, Postwar British Politics in Perspective. See also pp. 34-69 of A. Gamble, The Free Economy and the Strong State; I Crewe, ‘Values: the crusade that failed’, in D. Kavanagh and A. Seldon (eds), The Thatcher Effect; or for an informed American view, chapters 3 and 4 of J. Krieger, Reagan, Thatcher and the Politics of Decline. For contemporary political attitudes among UK corporate exceutives, see J. Boswell and J. Peters, Capitalism in Contention: Business leaders and political economy in modern Britain

(Session 33: November 17) Dominant Ideas in US politics (1) The weight of free-market ideas

1. Read D. Vogel, ‘Why businessmen distrust their state: the political consciousness of American corporate executives’, British Journal of Political Science, vol. 8 (1978), pp. 45-78; and pp. 39-66 of G.K.Wilson, Business and Politics

2. Then read pp. 3-31,259-283 of L. Hartz, The Liberal Tradition in America; S. Reich, ‘Economic ideology in the United States’ pp. 59-64 of D.P.Rapkin and W.P.Avery, National Competitiveness in a Global Economy; and pp. 251-260 of J. Lindeen, Governing the American Economy.  For the character of the New Right arguments of the last two decades, see pp. 3-90 of K. Hoover and R. Plant, Conservative Capitalism in Britain and the United States; or Chapter 8 of J. Krieger, Reagan, Thatcher and the Politics of Decline

(Session 34: November 19) Dominant ideas in the US (2)  Placing the New Deal
1. Read pp. 27-86 of P. Hall, The Political Power of Economic Ideas: Keynesianism across Nations; and M. Weir and T. Skocpol, ‘State structures and the possibilities for ‘Keynesian’ responses to the Great depression in Sweden, Britain and the United States’, in P. Evans et al, Bringing the State Back In

2. Then read T Skocpol, ‘Political response to capitalist crisis: neo-Marxist theories of the state and the case of the New Deal’, Politics andSociety, vol. 10 (1980), pp. 155-211; K. Finegold, ‘From agrarianism to adjustment: the political origins of New Deal agricultural policy’ Politics and Society, 1982; or P. Gourvitch, Responses to the Great Depression. Then pick up one of two debates around the New Deal: that on labour rights between Goldfield, Shocpol and Finegold in American Political Science Review 1989 and 1990; and that on welfare reform between Skocpol, Amenta and Quadagno in American Sociological Review 1984 and 1985.

 (Session 35: November 22) Review: the uniqueness of US politics
No new reading for this session: just a moment to reflect on the extent to which the value-mix and asociated political ideologies of US politics do differ from those in the UK

VI. CONCLUSION: A SERIES OF LECTURES

(Session 36: November 29) The US and UK compared

(Session 37: December 1) Placing Anglo-American democracies

(Session 38: December 3) US exceptionalism revisited

