October 3, 2006

Dear Jerry:

Despite my heavy speaking schedule and the backlog of writing, I had to take my precious little time and yours and others on this list to register my highest indignation against the uncivilized, uncultured, and cowardly behavior of Mr. Jurriaan Bendien, on this list. To be honest with you, I thought, given my nearly four decades of professional experience, no son-of-a-bitch was yet born to insult me so cleverly and so remorselessly as this illiterate jerk did in exchange with another member of this list. 
In response to Rakesh Bhandari (September 27, 2006: “… how about Cyrus Bina’s strict application of Marx’s rent theory to understanding of OPEC and global oil pricing in general?”), he replies (September 28, 2006): “Well, I don’t really believe in pomo Marxism except as a joke. You’re entitled to your heroes Grossmann and Bina and your own metaphors of course. As regards the oil industry, I have only investigated it very sporadically and infrequently so far, so cannot comment further.” He then twists his direction, rather clumsily, and switches to Anwar Shaikh’s point that “… in real terms, as an historic trend, oil prices have fallen for a long time …”—as if Shaikh and I have disagreement on this and many other profound theoretical and empirical issues in political economy. 
On the same day (September 28, 2006) you write to this mendacious character:


“(Listmember) Cyrus Bina can not in any sense be described as a Postmodern Marxist. Ironically, he proceeds very much as you suggest—with an empirical examination of the (micro) data on the petroleum industry.” 
On September 28, 2006, Rakesh Bhandari, protesting to Mr. Jerk:

“A joke? What’s a joke? What’s your problem? Why such language? And why such a bad characterization of what I wrote? This discussion must end as this comment is so bizarre that I can no longer trust that it is in good faith.”  
On September 30, 2006, Mr. Know-It-All comes back again and, after a round of triviality and sophomoric chatter, puts his crap again where his mouth is against Grossmann and others. And then at the very end he writes: “PS – I am aware that Cyrus Bina is not a pomo Marxist.” 
Lastly, when you circulated an inquiry about the new books, etc. on development economics, Mr. hot-shot quickly jumped on it and, clearly without any idea, background, or at least slight familiarity referred us to Francis Fukuyama—a neocons who has nothing to do with the political economy of development.  I can go on and on and on… This man is clearly violating the public space for his own a sickly exhibitionist gain!
Now, I am not a Grossmann fan but, within the context of his own time, I respect him for what he was—and not he could have been.  Indeed Grossman’s crap (I mean his actual crap!) is hundred times more respectable than the perfumed figure of an undignified john-come-lately whose lets his pretentious figures crawl over the keyboard far ahead of his feeble mind. 
I am wondering why this individual is behaving in this manner against our collective reputation on this list. He knows that his chatters will be archived properly along with reputable people and soon or late will be available to the public at large. Yet, he tends to behave as if he is snorting alone far from the public eye in his own private domain at our very expense. 
Now, isn’t it the time for cleaning up the Aegean stables?

Comradely,

Cyrus

