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This message is devoted to the organization of the Economic Section of the congress, whose coordinators are:

Gérard DUMENIL, 39 rue d'Estienne d'Orves, 92260 Fontenay-aux-Roses, France
gerard.dumenil@u-paris10.fr
Dominique LEVY, Cnrs-Pse, 48 bd Jourdan, 75014 Paris, France
dominique.levy@ens.

 HYPERLINK "mailto:dominique.levy@ens.fr" fr
Information concerning the organization of the congress is gradually made available on Actuel Marx’s site, at the following address: 
http://netx.u-paris10.fr/actuelmarx/cm6/index6.htm
As during earlier congresses, Economics will probably be an important section. During the Congress V, it gathered about 70 panelists, within one plenary session and 16 workshops. The official language of the congress is French, although we can normally make a translation into English available for several plenary sessions. For Economics, we will do our best to set up sessions in English and Spanish, according to the number of panelists. Reviews or groups of investigation can organize workshops of their own. The theme of the congress suggests multidisciplinary approaches (Economics, Sociology, Politics).

Call for papers
Applications must be sent before March 31, 2010

People willing to participate with a paper to be presented in a panel are asked to send a proposal of one page maximum, before the end of March 2010. We will inform the applicants before the end of April of the list of selected papers. We can, however, send letters of invitation to those willing to receive such a document as soon as possible (but such letters will not imply the acceptance of the proposal).
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The explanation of the present capitalist crisis poses a new challenge for economists. What is the nature of the crisis? Is it similar to the crisis of the 1970s or is it a repetition of the Great Depression? To answer these questions requires a deeper analysis of the historical dynamics of capitalism in its latest phase of neoliberalism.  This on-going debate requires a grasp of the tools of traditional Marxian analysis: the notions of falling profit rate, overaccumulation, overproduction, underconsumption, fictitious capital, including the world economy and imperialism. There is a rich complex of economic mechanisms and empirical observations involved. The hegemony of the United States is questioned, but the crisis also threatens less advanced countries that have born the blunt of neoliberal globalization. What were the mechanisms through which this occurred? 

Since the time of the Communist Manifesto, when Marx and Engels imparted the message of revolt of oppressed masses, capitalism has shown how each major phase of perturbation has marked the course of its history. The contemporary crisis provides a new illustration of the unbounded ambition and greediness of ruling classes. It confirms the relevance of an interpretation that considers class struggle as the engine of history. 

The issue of alternatives must also be addressed. What new economic and social order will prevail after the crisis? How radical will be the options? Already, a few countries in South America have focused their revolt on neoliberal globalization. Will they open new paths during the coming decades? Will the crisis stimulate a new surge of the old utopias burdened by the failure of all forms of sovietism or social democracy? Or will it arouse a new wave of military undertakings and wars, or the rise of far right?  

