 “La potenza della povertà. Marx legge Spinoza” analyzes the concept of poverty in relation to the concept of the Spinozian potentia.  

Moving from Marx’ reading of Spinoza (Heft Spinoza, 1841), the analysis follows two paths: Marx’ Capital and Spinoza’s concept of imagination work with time in a similar way, i.e. by anticipating in thought [first path]. 

The Marxian concept of value and the Spinozian common notions have their origin in the Aristotelian common. The commodity and the common notion are both “conceived through others”, but whereas the commodity serves the abstraction, the common notions serve a material knowledge [second path].

It is on the level of knowledge, then, and of the distinction between abstract knowledge and material knowledge that the common element to Capital and imagination, the anticipation of time in thought, has to be read and confronted. 

The ultimate aim of the text is to open to the potential holder of an adequate knowledge: the “free worker, virtualiter poor” of the Grundrisse and of Capital.

The last part of the book tries to draw the first elements of a concept of poverty as potentia.

What is proposed is the composition of a plane of knowledge where the anticipation of time in thought could be grasped, understood and worked through toward a time of life which could check off the production of sense.

Poverty is the expression of this plane: the capacity of composition (potentia) can be acquired only at the level in which it has been subtracted: the concept, knowledge.

In the concept of poverty as potentia lies the possibility of overthrowing the abuse of material time operated by Capital in a new appropriation of the concept of the self which would result in the production of a time of further life and in a different composition of the common.
