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Academic Positions       

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Wake Forest University, 2004 – present 

Visiting Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Claremont McKenna College, 2003 – 2004 

Lecturer, Philosophy, University of California, Los Angeles, 2003 

     

Education            

 Ph.D., Philosophy, 2003, University of California, Los Angeles 
 

  Dissertation: The Cognitive Value of Language 
  Committee: David Kaplan (chair), Terence Parsons, and Edward Stabler 
 

B.A., Philosophy, 1993, University of California, Los Angeles 

 

Area of Specialization           

Philosophy of Language 
     

Areas of Competence            

Metaphysics, Epistemology, Philosophy of Mind 

 

Publications             

“Words Gone Sour?” in Reference and Referring: Topics in Contemporary Philosophy,  
   vol. 10, edited by Michael O’Rourke, Joseph Campbell, and Harry Silverstein,  
   MIT Press, forthcoming 

“Truth and Reference in Fiction,” in The Routledge Companion to the Philosophy of       
   Language, edited by Gillian Russell and Delia Graff Fara, forthcoming 

“The Propositions We Assert,” Acta Analytica, forthcoming 
 
"Public Proper Names, Idiolectal Identifying Descriptions," Linguistics and  
  Philosophy 32 (2009): 317-326   

mailto:glezaksn@wfu.edu


   

2 

 

“Can Frege Pose Frege’s Puzzle?” in The Philosophy of David Kaplan, edited by  
   Joseph Almog and Paolo Leonardi, Oxford University Press (2009): 202-207  
           
"Comments on Melissa Frankel's 'Something-We-Know-Not-What, Something-We-   
    Know-Not-Why: Berkeley, Meaning, and Minds'," Philosophia 37 (2009): 403-407  

Presentations          

“The Limits of Meaning Well,” Invited Session on Pejorative Language, American   
   Philosophical Association Pacific Division Meeting, April 2011 

“The Limits of Meaning Well,” McGill University, October 2010 

 “Words Gone Sour?” McGill University, October 2010 

 Comments on “Reference and Monstrosity” by Paolo Santorio, Bellingham Summer  
       Philosophy Conference, Western Washington University, August 2010 

 “Words Gone Sour?” Western Washington University, May 2010 

“Words Gone Sour?” Inland Northwest Philosophy Conference: Reference and  
  Referring, University of Idaho and Washington State University, May 2010 

Comments on "Substance Concepts and Personal Identity" by Peter Nichols, American  
  Philosophical Association Pacific Division meeting, April 2009 

"The Propositions We Assert," North Carolina Philosophical Society Meeting, February  
  2009 (winner, untenured professor essay prize) 

Comments on "Something-We-Know-Not-What, Something-We-Know-Not-Why:  
  Berkeley, Meaning, and Minds" by Melissa Frankel, Conference on Meaning and   
  Modern Empiricism, Virginia Tech, April 2008  

Comments on "Supervenience: from Synchronic to Diachronic" by James Klagge,   
  American Philosophical Association Pacific Division meeting, March 2008 

“Words Gone Sour?” Invited Session on Expressive Language, joint meeting of the  
  North Carolina/South Carolina Philosophical Society, February 2008 

"High Stakes, Low Standards: Contextualism in an Anxious Age," Conference on  
  Linguistics and Epistemology, University of Aberdeen, May 2007  

“Names and Public Language,” American Philosophical Association Pacific Division  
  meeting, April 2007 

“Can Frege Pose Frege’s Puzzle?,” North Carolina Philosophical Society Meeting,  
  February 2007 

http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Philosophy/Language/?view=usa&sf=toc&ci=9780195367881
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Comments on “Acquaintance and Comprehension” by David Kaplan, Conference on the  
  Theory of Meaning, University of California, Santa Barbara, February 2006 

Comments on “Knowing the Answer” by Jonathan Shaffer, Bellingham Summer  
  Philosophy Conference, Western Washington University, August 2005 

“David Kaplan and Taking Words Seriously,” Conference in honor of David Kaplan’s  
  70th Birthday, University of California, Los Angeles,  October 2003 

“The a priority of True Name-Containing Identity Sentences,” Northwest Philosophy  
  Conference, Reed College, October 2003 

Comments on “Epistemic Truth Theories, Deviant Logic, and Conjunctivitis” by Eddie  
  Cushman, Northwest Philosophy Conference, Reed College, October 2003 

 

Teaching              
 

At Wake Forest University 

 First Year Seminar: Movies and Metaphysics (Fall 2009, Spring 2008) 

 First Year Seminar: Contemporary Moral Issues (Fall 2005) 

 Basic Problems of Philosophy (Fall 2010, Spring 2007, Fall 2006, Spring 2006, Fall 2005, Spring 2005, Fall 2004) 

 Symbolic Logic (Spring 2010, Spring 2009, Fall 2008, Spring 2007, Spring 2005) 

 Philosophy of Language (Fall 2004, Fall 2006, Spring 2008, Spring 2009, Fall 2010) 

 Feminist Philosophy (Fall 2008, Spring 2010) 

 Freedom, Action, Responsibility  (Fall 2009) 

 Senior Thesis Supervision (2009-2010) 

 Student Summer Research Project primary advisor (2009) 

 Senior Thesis second reader (2009) 
 
At Claremont McKenna College 

 Fundamentals of Logic (Fall 2003) 

 Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 2003, Spring 2004) 

 Philosophy of Mind (Spring 2004)   

 Philosophy of Religion (Spring 2004) 
 
At University of California, Los Angeles 

 Logic, First Course (Winter 2003) 

 Logic, Second Course (Spring 2003) 

 Philosophy of Language (Spring 2003) 
 

Professional Service    

 Session Chair, APA Pacific Division Meeting, April 2009 
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 Session Chair, North Carolina Philosophical Society Meeting, February 2009 

 Member, Advising Group for Symbolic Logic Software (Logic 2000), 2005-present 

 Session Chair, Society for Philosophy and Psychology Meeting, June 2005 

 Session Chair, Bellingham Summer Philosophy Conference, August 2004 

 Session Chair, APA Pacific Division Meeting, March 2004 
 

Wake Forest Service     
 

 Prospective Student Campus Day Panelist (2010, 2009, 2008, 2007) 

 Prospective Students teaching demonstration (2010, 2009, 2008, 2006) 

 Presentation on Careers for Philosophy majors (2007, 2006, 2005) 

 Philosophy Department Major Advising (2007-present) 

 Lower Division Advising (2010-11, 2009-10, 2005-2006) 

 Departmental Retreat Committee (2010, 2009, 2008, 2006) 

 Speaker, “Juicy Ethics Symposium” (Spring 2009) 

 Department Evaluation Standards subcommittee (Spring 2009) 

 Department Hiring Committee (2008-2009, 2005-2006) 

 Participant, “Successful Writers Write” program (Fall 2008) 

 Department Speaker Series Organizer (2006-2007) 

 Department Strategic Planning Committee (Spring 2007) 

 Speaker, “Cook It Up” creativity forum (Fall 2006) 

 Panelist, Teaching and Learning Center lunch for new faculty members (Fall 2005) 

 Philosophy Department Curriculum subcommittee (Spring 2005) 

 

Fellowships and Awards           

 North Carolina Philosophical Society, untenured professor essay prize, 2009 

 CRADLE Fellow, Wake Forest University, 2007-2009 

 UCLA Dissertation Year Fellowship, 2001-2002 

 UCLA Mentors Fellowship, Summer 1997 
 Yost Prize for Excellence in Teaching, UCLA Department of Philosophy, 1995  

   


