Drive Maintenance using XP
This walkthrough will show the use of Disk Clean, Defragmentation and Disk Check

These procedures are designed to restore loss of performance in your XP based Thinkpad. These procedures can
be time consuming and can not be done while other programs are running.
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Dizk Cleanup iz calculating how much zpace pou will be
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This will apprear on the screen and they
are not kidding when they say “This may
take a few minutes to complete”.
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Vou can use Disk Cleanup to free up to 3,259,615 KB of disk.
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Diownloaded Program Files are Activer contral: and Java applets
downloaded autoratically frarm the [nternet when you view certain
pages. They are tempararily stared in the Downloaded Pragramm
Files folder oh your hard disk.
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A list of items that can be deleted is given. Scroll
through the entire list with the scroll bar on the right
and check all the boxes whos item has a “KB” value
(this is the size of the deletable items). The largest of
these items will be “Compressed old files” Do NOT let
this concern you, these are not “your” old files but old
files created by the system that are no longer needed.
Thier deletion will free up LOTS of needed space.
Once all the boxes are checked click OK and let it do
it’s work. Again this may take a while. When it com-
pletes this go to the next step Defragmentation of the
drive.
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process started. This WILL take a
while, maybe a couple hours or so
depending on how badly the drive
is fragmented and how much data
is on the drive. Go out to dinner or
to sleep for this part. Let it do it’s

thing uninterrupted! It will offer to
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i The disk check could not be performed because the disk check utility needs exclusive access to some Windows files on the disk. These files can be accessed only by
’ restarking Windows. Do you want to schedule this disk check to occur the next time you reskart the computer?
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This message appears and is telling you that the disk check can not run while the system is operating and will
run on the next restart. Click Yes and then Restart the computer. When it comes back up you will get a blue
screen, this is NOT the “Blue Screen of Death” but the blue screen of disk check. This procedure will take a
while to run also so go get a cup of coffee and read the newspaper or watch a couple Tivoed episodes of “Lost”.
When it is complete is will progress to the normal logon screen and you will be ready to start fresh. You should
notice that your computer runs better especially if it had been running poorly prior to performing these mainte-
nance routines. We realize this took a lot of time but you will find that it was time well spent!

If you have any questions about these procedures please contact your ITG.



