In searching the publicly accessible web, we found a webpage of interest and provide a snapshot of it
below. Please be advised that this page, and any images or links in it, may have changed since we created
this snapshot. For your convenience, we provide a hyperlink to the current webpage as part of our service.
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meets U.S. soil. From a common interest in coastal barrier islands and their multitude of
questions that emerged from the rubble that still litters Galveston and neighboring Bolivar
Peninsula has emerged a goal.
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» Subscribe The team, funded by the National Science Foundation, aims to develop a “research-
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» About Us Feagin, ecosystems management scientist for Texas AgriLife Research and one of the

conference organizers.

Feagin is part of the Coastal Barrier Island Network project, a joint effort with Wake Forest
University and the New Jersey Institute of Technology.

“Barrier islands do so many things and are of tremendous value,” said Dr. William Smith, Wake
Forest botanist and project leader. “And scientists today realize that the issues facing barrier
islands are complex problems that have to be addressed by a multi-disciplinary team. There is
no answer yet, but for the first time we are addressing it in this manner.”

After discussing data and touring the Hurricane lke damage, the scientists agreed to these
findings:

- Critical differences exist between natural and human-dominated barrier island land forms and
ecosystems. Feagin explained that because barrier island sediments can move great distances
during large events such as a hurricane, sometimes researchers need to look at one barrier
island in isolation to understand how its ecosystem works, while other times there is a need to
look multiple islands to see how the sediment and ecosystems change among the islands (some
lose land, while others gain).
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