Wake Forest University                                                                                            History 104, Spring 2005                                                                                                     Dr. Watts, Office: Tribble B-103

Course Description: Between 1500 and the present the modern world came into being. This course will introduce the main economic, social, political, and cultural forces that shaped world realities in this period. The course emphasizes learning to ask questions, to analyze, and to think and write critically and independently.  

Course Requirements and Grading: Your grade is a composite of two means of demonstrating the intellectual growth you achieve in this course: writing, and effective oral analysis of the readings. Your grade consists of midterm and final essays (25% each), pop quizzes of an undetermined number (25%), and at each class meeting, informed, critical class participation that demonstrates your grasp of readings and your ability to analyze evidence (25%). Informed class discussion means you must read each week’s assignments thoroughly and carefully, think about what you’ve read, and come to class prepared to ask relevant questions and make meaningful contributions based on evidence in the readings. It means maintaining a scholarly level of discussion by listening to what’s being said and supplying effective responses, again, supported by evidence. It means differentiating between ideas based on little evidence or that express opinion and ideas (both your own and those of others) and ideas based on historical or scientific research. The assumption here is that your observations, analysis and questions form a valuable and integral part of learning and that class should be interactive and democratic, not merely didactic. 

Writing: The periodic quizzes and the two exams are essay. These are writing exercises designed to assess and improve your ability to write clearly and effectively. Historical writing requires understanding and using analytical categories to show change over time, to make comparisons and connections between different peoples, regions, periods, and events, to demonstrate an understanding of why or how something happened and to explain its significance.  These explanations depend on understanding the complex interaction of political, social, cultural and environmental factors and conditions. 
Note: This course is a reading marathon. Do not fall behind. Period. If you cannot undertake such a reading responsibility this semester, you should find another class. 
Texts and Readings: 

Ellwood, W. The No-Nonsense Guide to Globalization, Verso 2002.
Gardner, L and Young, M., The New American Empire:  New Press, 2005.
Marks, R. Origins of the Modern World: A Global and Ecological Narrative, 
Rowman &Littlefield, 2002.
Pomeranz, K. and Topik, The World That Trade Created, Sharpe, 2000.
Hochschild, A. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greed, Terror, and Heroism in 
Colonial Africa, Mariner, 1998. 
Selections in coursepack from : Stavrianos, L.S., Global Rift: The Third World Comes of 
Age, Chapters 1-17, (minus chapters 6 and 11).
Week 1: Jan. 14: No class Jan 12:  
For Friday, read Ellwood, Intro, Chs. 1,2.

Week 2:  Jan. 17. No class Monday: Martin Luther King Holiday. For Wednesday, Ellwood, 3,4; Friday, Ellwood 5,6. 

Week 3: Jan. 24. Mon. Marks, Intro and Ch. 1(World in 1400); Wed: Stavrianos, Intro (Part One, Ch.1, pp. 31-43); Fri. Marks, 2 and pp. 102-07 (China) and Stav. Ch. 7 (Asia). 
Week 4: Jan. 31. Mon. Marks Ch. 3 (Empires, States, New World; 1500-1800); Wed, Stav. Ch. 2(Commercial Capitalism, Colonialism) and Ch3 (Eastern Europe); Fri: Pomeranz & Topik, Intro. And Ch 1. 
Week 5: Feb. 7. Mon. Stav. Ch.4 (Latin America); Wed, Feb. 9: Reading day: no class but read P&T, Ch. 2; Fri. Stav. Chs. 5,10 (Africa).  

Week 6: Feb. 14. Mon. Marks, 4 (Industrial Capitalism); Wed., Stav. 8; Fri., P&T, Ch. 7. Last day to drop, Feb. 16?

Week 7: Feb. 21. Mon. Review: Wed. Midterm Exam.  Reading Day, no Class, Friday, Feb. 25: read P&T, 3 and 4.
Week 8: Feb. 28. Mon, Stav. 9 (Neo-Colonialism in Latin America); Wed., Stav. 12 (India); Fri., P&T, Ch. 5 (Violence).
Spring Break, March 7-11. 
Week 9:  Mar. 14. Mon. Stav. 13 (Monopoly Capitalism/Global Colonialism); Pomeranz & Topik, Ch. 6 (World Trade; Industrialism, De-industrialization); Wed. Stav. 14 (Africa); Fri. Stav. 15 (China).

 Week 10: Mar. 21. Mon. Stav. 16 (Russia); Wed. Hochschild, 1-9; Reading day: no Class, Friday, March 21: read Hochschild, 10-14.  

Week 11: Mar. 28. Mon. Hochschild, 15-19; Wed. Stav 17 (the Japanese Exception); Fri. Gardner and Young, Intro. and Ch. 1.
Week 12: April 4: Mon. G&Y, Ch. 11 (The U.S.); Wed. G&Y, Ch. 7 (Philippines); Fri. G&Y, Ch. 3 (Iraq).  
Week 13: April 11: Mon. G&Y, Ch. 4 (U.S. and Europe); Wed. G&Y, Ch. 5 (U.S. and Europe). No Class Friday April 15: no reading assignment. 
Week 14: April 18: Mon. G&Y, Ch. 6 (Central America, Rise of New Right in U.S.); Wed. G&Y, Ch. 8 (Japan); Fri., G&Y, Ch. 9 (Japan). 
 Week 15: April 25. Monday, G&Y, Ch. 10 (Crusading Logic); Wednesday, Review for Final Exam: Classes end Wednesday, April 27. 

