
(Straight-Chain) Alkane Nomenclature 
 

Alkane (CnH2n+2) Name Alkyl group Alkyl name 
 
 
 
 
 

 
methane 

 
-CH3 

 
methyl 

CH3CH3 
 
 

ethane -CH2CH3 ethyl 

CH3CH2CH3 
 
 

propane -CH2CH2CH3 propyl 

CH3CH2CH2CH3 
 

butane   

C5H12 
 

pentane   

C6H14 
 

hexane -CH2CH2CH2CH2CH2CH3 hexyl 

C7H16 
 

heptane   

C8H18 
 

octane   

C9H20 
 

nonane   

C10H22 
 

decane   

C11H24 
 

undecane   

C12H26 
 

dodecane   

C16H34 
 

hexadecane   

C18H38 
 

octadecane   

C20H42 
 

icosane   

 
 
 
 

 
cyclopropane 

  
cyclopropyl 

 
 
 

 
cyclopentane 

  

 


