Welcome Workshop Participants!
Thank you for attending the workshop “Statistics is for Lovers! (Chocolate Lovers That Is!) ” at the NCCTM Annual Conference in Greensboro.

I have posted some information from the session that I hope you will find interesting and beneficial.

1 – Copies of the overheads used in the presentation.
I realize that some of you could not see as well as others in the presentation and that some of the overheads were not as clear as I would have liked.  We moved rather quickly through some of the background material and the combination of speed and difficulty reading the overheads caused keeping up with notes to be difficult for some.  Had I anticipated this ahead of time, I would have included copies of the overheads in the folders you were given, but since I didn’t, I have scanned them and posted them here.  This is a PDF file and is rather large, so it may take a few minutes to load.  I hope that those of you who were unable to keep up with your “notes” will find this helpful and I do apologize that the original overheads were difficult to read for some of you.
2 – M&M’s Tally Sheet

This shows the total number of M&M’s of each color that each workshop participant found in his/her “sample” of M&M’s.  This is an excel worksheet which is set up to record data from individual samples and then automatically calculate the totals and the percentages.  If any of you use this sampling exercise in your classes, you are welcome to take this worksheet and delete the data I have entered from our workshop and then use the worksheet to record the data from your classes.  If you leave the formulas in place, the totals will be automatically calculated for you.  The column labeled “imp” is what I use to record the number of “imperfect” M&M’s.  This number is not used in the formula to calculate the total number of M&M’s in the “sample”.

3 – 90% Confidence Intervals
This is a graph of the 90% confidence intervals that workshop participants calculated.  If you will remember, some of our samples did not contain purple M&M’s and some participants made up those numbers.  Some participants chose a very small number for the number of purple M&M’s and this led to several participants not being able to find 90% confidence intervals for the number of purple M&M’s.  This graph represents the 18 participants who were able to find a 90% confidence interval.  The population average for all of our samples was 12.95% purple M&M’s.  Sixteen of our eighteen 90% confidence intervals actually covered the population average of 12.95%.  This means that 88.89% of our 90% confidence intervals actually covered the population average. 
I appreciate you taking your time to come to this workshop.  I enjoyed meeting all of you and talking with those of you I was able to talk to after the workshop.  I hope that you found the workshop helpful and that you enjoyed yourselves.  (I’m confident that your sugar and chocolate needs for the day were met in our session!)
I would welcome any comments or suggestions you have about the workshop.  We are hoping to offer this again as a 3 hour workshop where we can devote more time to the Box Model Approach and still have ample time for sampling with M&M’s.  Your comments and suggestions will help us to make the next workshop the best it can be.

You may contact me by e-mail or snail-mail:


connolly@wfu.edu

Jule M. Connolly


Department of Mathematics


Wake Forest University


P. O. Box 7388


Winston-Salem, NC  27109

I hope I will hear from many of you!

